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Dear Guests,

Welcome to the 2017 Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart.  We are 

excited to feature six fabulous houses from 9 am to 3 pm. 

Many thanks to the six Darien families who have graciously opened their 

homes and gardens today.  Without them, there would be no tour!  We 

also thank the many volunteers who have worked hard to make this event 

possible and who are staffing our homes today.  Finally, we thank our 

generous sponsors who are listed in this program.  With their help, we will 

raise significant funds for local non-profit organizations.  

We are pleased to present the Open Door Shelter’s Building Lives 

Initiative as our lead beneficiary for 2017.  The Building Lives Initiative will 

transform South Norwalk and impact the lives of the area’s most 

vulnerable citizens.  This $6 million project involves the building of a brand 

new 19,000 square foot facility will provide 16 units of supportive housing 

apartments for those in need, plus medical health, outpatient addiction 

treatment and job training services.

Please help support our partners by bidding on auction items.  Log onto 

darienhousetour.org and click on the “Auction” tab.  Then start bidding!   

Online Auction ends Friday, June 9th.

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart is presented by The First 

Congregational Church of Darien.  Each year, the Church grants over 

$100,000 to more than 20 local charities serving the disadvantaged, youth 

and elderly.  We hope you enjoy the tour!

Heather Raker

2017 Chair, The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart



32

contents

Events        5

The First Congregational Church of Darien     6

Our Beneficiaries        7

Thank You to Our Sponsors      8

Committee       9

A Few Important Rules!  Please No Photography!  11

Featured Homes:

- Island Sanctuary     12

- Eclectic Surprise     18

- Historic Barn Renovation    24

- Elegant in Tokeneke     30

- Farmhouse Chic     34

- Garden Oasis      40

Meetinghouse Renovation     44

The Mather Homestead      46

 
Hamson Associates, LLC 

551 Hoyt Street, Darien, CT 06820 
203-536-2459 

 
Landscape Architects     Site Planners 

 
“Creating your ideal environment  

with you for you.” 
 
 

Master Planning 

Site Design 

Wetland Mitigation 

Pools, Spas & Water Features 

Masonry Design 

Landscape Design 

 
 



54

events

June 8th House Tour

8:30 am   Check-in 

  The First Congregational Church of Darien

  14 Brookside Road, Darien

9 am to 3 pm  House Tour 

  Six fabulous homes

Noon to 2 pm  Lunch

  The Tokeneke Club  

  4 Butler Island Road, Darien

  Separate ticket required for lunch

  Club attire - no blue jeans please!

online auction

June 2 - 9  Homes with Heart Online Auction

  June 2nd through June 9th, bidding closes at 10 pm

  Online at 32auctions.com/DarienHouseTour2017

  Trips l Photography l Jewelry l Dinner l MORE! 

3 Brands • 1 Name • Hundreds of Vehicles

BMW
of Darien

BMWDarien.com
203-656-1804

140 Ledge Rd.
Darien, CT 06820

Volvo
of Westport

VolvoOfWestport.com
203-222-1122

556 Post Rd. E
Westport, CT 06880

MINI
of Fairfield County

MiniFairfieldCounty.com
203-348-4700

154 Post Rd.
Darien, CT 06820

NEW CANAAN, CT  MRDARCHITECT.COM   203 . 296 . 4669         

Photo: Neil Landino, Jr. 
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the first congregational church of darien

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart is presented by The First 

Congregational Church of Darien.   

The First Congregational Church of Darien was founded in 1737 and has 

a rich history of ministry and fellowship.  As a Congregational church, the 

Church is governed by its members.  The Church is a close spiritual family, 

but always open to new friends at worship.  Please join us on Sundays for 

worship at 8:30 or 10:00 am, September through June, and at 9:00 am 

during the summer.  Services are led by Senior Pastor Dale Rosenberger 

and Associate Pastor Gary Morello. 

Each year, the Church grants over $100,000 to over 20 charitable 

organizations serving the disadvantaged, our youth and elderly through 

the outreach budget.  Funding sources include 10% of pledges as well 

as proceeds from our annual fundraising event: The Darien House Tour:  

Homes with Heart.  

The Board of Christian Outreach Mission: The First Congregational Church 

of Darien’s Board of Christian 

Outreach puts faith into action by 

addressing the needs of others.  

Our first priority is helping those 

who lack the most immediate 

basic necessities, whether locally, 

nationally or internationally.  We 

promote permanent and systemic 

improvements in people’s lives by 

contributing both financially and 

physically to hands-up programs.  

our beneficiaries

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart supports over 20 charitable orga-

nizations within the Darien area serving the disadvantaged, our youth and 

elderly.  We are pleased to present the Open Door Shelter’s Building Lives 

Initiative as our lead beneficiary for 2017. 

 

The Building Lives Initiative will transform South Norwalk and impact the 

lives of the area’s most vulnerable citizens.  This $6 million project involves 

the building of a brand new 19,000 square foot facility will provide 16 units 

of supportive housing apartments for those in need, plus medical health, 

outpatient addiction treatment and job training services.  More about this 

important project at www.opendoorshelter.org/building-lives/.

Other beneficiaries include:

ABC House

At Home in Darien

Building One Community

Carver Foundation of Norwalk

Child Guidance Center of Southern CT

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

Elderhouse

Feed My Starving Children

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal 

  Fairfield County

International Institute of Connecticut 

INSPIRICA 

Laurel House 

Liberation Programs

Neighbors in Need

New Covenant House

Pacific House

Person-to-Person

STAR

The Center for Sexual Assault Crisis 

  and Education
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thank you to our committee!

chair:
Heather Raker 

house acquisitions:
Lauren Ryder | Victoria Trepp | Molly Watkins

graphic design:
Nicole Casey

program:
Sandy Coots | Karen Brennan

operations:
Annette Madden-Kline | Mandy Teare

lunch and lunch decor: 
Susan Wilson | Michael Chiodo 

Online auction:
Anna Denoyer 

committee members:
Elmerina Brooks | Willow Buscemi | Mary Ann Freeman |  Wendy Mulligan | 

Christine Ostrand | Cathy Schultz | Nancy Sheed | Janet Soskin  

and many 
thanks to 
those of you 
who are 
taking the
time today 
to staff our 
beautiful 
homes! 

thank you to our sponsors!

platinum
Ring’s End, Inc. ringsend.com

CTC&G, media cottages-gardens.com 

Nicole Casey, graphics casey-design.com

Jane Beiles, photographer janebeiles.com

gold
Ben Larrabee Photography benlarrabee.com

Callari Cars callaricars.com

California Closets californiaclosets.com/locations/connecticut

M West Designs & Dodaro Architects mwestdesigns@optonline.net

William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty williampitt.com

silver
Circa Lighting circalighting.com

Daniel Conlon Architects dconlonarchitects.com

Renato Gasparian Associates LLC rgadb@mac.com

Swimm Pools swimmpools.com

Thompson Raissis Architects tr-architects.com

bronze
Atkinson Reilly Designs atkinsonreillydesign.com

Creative Planning thinkingbeyond.com

Darien Rowayton Bank drbank.com

Fox Hill Builders foxhillbuilders.com

Kronenberger & Sons Rewstoration kronenbergersons.com 

Rand Insurance randinsurance.com

RR Builders rrbuilders.com

Sidney Marshman Designs sidneymarshmandesigns.com

Smart Playrooms smartplayrooms.com

Tripodi Landcaping jotripland1@aol.com

In kind donations
Flowers & Flowers by Adam Manjuck flowersandflowers.net

Kirby and Company kirbyandcompany.com

Matthew R. Dougherty Architects, LLC mrdarchitect.com
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please note …

A few important rules:

• ABSOLUTELY NO PHOTOGRAPHY IN HOMES.  Guests who take photographs

   will be asked to leave.

• The Tour will be held rain or shine.

• Six tour houses will be open between the hours of 9 am and 3 pm. 

• Shoes must be removed while touring homes and booties will be provided.  

• Children under 15 years of age and pets are not allowed.  

• Certain items may not be brought onto the premises, including food, 

   beverages, smoking materials, cameras, recording devices, measuring

   devices of any kind and bundles or containers.  

• Ticket holders may not sketch, measure, photograph or pace out 

   concepts or locations on the Tour.  

Ticket holders who do not act in accordance with these rules will be asked 

to leave and must do so immediately.  

Ticket holders assume all risks and dangers incidental to the Tour for which 

ticket is issued including but not limited to injuries as a result of falling while 

walking to and from the homes or inside the homes on the Tour.  Any ticket 

holders found trespassing on properties adjacent to homes featured on 

the Tour will be subject to legal and criminal liability.  Police will be on hand 

throughout the Tour.  

Ticket holder voluntarily agrees that the owners of the homes on the Tour 

and The First Congregational Church of Darien are expressly released by 

the holder from any and all claims of negligence.  Ticket holder agrees 

to defend and indemnify homeowners and The First Congregational 

Church of Darien from any and all liability which occurs as a result of ticket 

holder’s negligence. 

Your program serves as your ticket and must be shown at each house for 

entrance.  Program will not be replaced if lost, stolen or destroyed.

                       color tint design verve

style flair Imagination textiles saturation

Palette creativity intuition VISION essence
idea light hue branding inspiration
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image                          tint shade  ARTISTRY 
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idea light graphic design inspire passion
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design
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graphic design and textile design

Casey-design.com
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throughout the home is by the 

owners’ parents, grandparents or 

their good friends.  The large oil 

paintings in the great room, gallery 

and office are by renowned Maine 

painter Alfred Chadbourn (1921-

1998).  The smaller painting next to 

the front powder room is by famous 

animal artist Bob Kuhn (1920-2007).  

All of the sculptures throughout 

the house and yard are by the 

husband’s grandmother.  

One departure from the family 

and friends collection of artwork 

is the amazing pair of large scale 

“Constructed Collages” by Olivia 

Munroe, purchased from ARC 

Galleries in Fairfield.  These modern 

and bold, yet soft and calming 

pieces, use an original technique 

generated by Munro.  A distinguished 

printmaker, Munro’s technique 

involves superimposing layers of 

beeswax, cloth, string, and gold 

on rag, creating rich texture and 

complexity in her work.  Munroe uses 

imagery inspired by the essential, archetypal symbols found in the artistic 

heritage of world cultures: the circle and the square, which is consistent 

throughout her work.  Much of the furniture has been collected over the 

years, as the house is decorated with an eclectic combination of antique 

and modern design.  The bench in the dining area is an antique church 

pew that even sports a bullet hole in the backrest.  The fireplace sconces 

are custom made from iron fence posts located in France.   

This is the third home the owners have either built or renovated in Darien, 

and the kitchen layout is reminiscent of their previous house.  The huge 

wood-topped island with leather barstools is the place to gather while 

island sanctuary

Down a narrow lane, across a small bridge sits a 7.1-acre island complete 

with panoramic water views, sea breezes and a slice of paradise.

The property is a historical location and was part of the original Weed 

Estate.  Located at the mouth of the Goodwives River, the island was a site 

for much commerce in the early colonial days.  Even until the late 1990s, 

you could see the remains of the old commercial dock.  Among its many 

functions, the dock was used for transporting hay by barge to New York 

City during the time when city transportation consisted largely of horse 

and buggy.  

The old dock is now gone, but 

a new one stands as part of a 

spectacular estate constructed 

in 2009.  The current owners built 

the 10,000-square foot shingle 

and stone family home to suit their 

casual lifestyle as well as embrace 

the beauty of the island and its 

waterfront setting.  Their goal was to 

create an open airy feel, allowing for 

water views from every room.  It is a 

home designed where every room 

is well used for family as well as for 

entertaining friends. 

The great room includes both living 

room and dining room.  It has a wall 

of French doors providing expansive 

water views of Goodwives River to 

the north and Pear Tree Point Beach 

and Long Island Sound to the south. 

The room has a soaring beamed 

12’ ceiling and matching fireplaces 

designed by Chesney’s using 

European limestone.  

Much of the artwork showcased 
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cooking goes on in the gourmet white kitchen.  The breakfast nook 

with seating for eight has a grand waterside view.  Glass front cabinetry 

allows you to see through the entire space and draws you to the bar 

area where vintage apple crates serve as wine racks and a custom-

made hutch provides refrigeration and storage.

The cozy room off the kitchen started 

as a screened porch, but the family 

replaced the screens with windows 

and now enjoy the room year-round.  

The room has a nautical feel with 

a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace 

and tumbled bluestone flooring.  It 

houses many items from the family’s 

travels including the keel of a boat 

found in the waters off Provincetown, 

Massachusetts, a teak table from 

Nantucket repurposed as artwork, 

and dock pilings from a pier in 

Portsmouth, England, circa 1850. 

The brick flooring in the mudroom 

is another idea the homeowners 

brought from a previous renovation. 

The sink in the powder room was 

created using an antique cobbler’s 

bench.

The family 

room features 

a large built-in 

cabinet to 

showcase 

more found 

treasures—

pottery 

antiquities 

from the China 

Sea, shells 

found in the 

Bahamas, 

A HOME FOR
EVERY STORY

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIORS HAVE BEEN MY LIFELONG PASSION...
VISUALIZING SPACES, ROOMS, AND ENTIRE HOMES. AS A REAL ESTATE PARTNER, 

I THRIVE ON COLLABORATION: GETTING A HOME READY FOR MARKET, THE THRILL OF 
CONCEPTUALIZING, SEARCHING FOR AND FINDING A HOME THAT FITS 

MY CLIENT’S NEEDS AND LIFESTYLE.

DRAWING UPON MY BACKGROUND IN INTERIOR DESIGN, RENOVATION 
AND CONSTRUCTION...COMING UP WITH CREATIVE IDEAS AND SOLUTIONS  

THAT ULTIMATELY MAKE A HOUSE A HOME FOR MY CLIENTS...THIS IS MY SUCCESS.”

- MOLLY O’BRIEN WATKINS, REALTOR 
PICTURED ABOVE

DARIEN BROKERAGE | 1057 POST ROAD | 203.655.8234

WILLIAMPITT.COM

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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driftwood picked up in the waters around the house and glass containers 

full of shells from last year’s visit to New Zealand’s Tasman Sea.  In the 

corner of the room sits an amazing wood propeller from an old airplane. 

On the coffee table of the office sits a box displaying artifacts from the 

Weed estate that were excavated from the property when the house was 

built.  Behind the couch sits a stunning one-of-a-kind glass sailboat hull 

created by Steven Maslach.  A framed antique map of Nantucket 1885 

hangs on the wall.  

The sculpture up the front staircase is a natural piece of wood found on 

the property.  There is other wood and driftwood throughout the house 

that the husband has collected and turned into art pieces.  The husband 

also has a hobby making wooden bowls and wood candles.  You can see 

many examples of his work throughout the house.    

The marble bath is outfitted with Waterworks fixtures, and its bay window 

and glass shower walls allow you to feel like you’re in an outdoor shower.  

The light filled master bedroom embraces the water views and brings light 

into every corner of the room.  The master suite features a collection of 

family photos taken by Ben Larrabee, whose work is installed in both local 

homes as well as MOMA, New York and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.  

Down the hall are two family bedrooms leading to two additional guest 

bedrooms suites.  Note the homemade driftwood railing.

On the back stairs landing is an oil painting of bluefish swimming found in 

an Essex, CT art gallery.  Continue down the stairs to the basement media 

and billiard room, which leads to the turf room used for year-round sports 

activity.  There’s also a gym and a woodworking shop.

Outside is an expansive flagstone patio that runs the length of the 

house.  There is a pool and spa, dock, outdoor shower and an extensive 

vegetable garden.  The owners have photographed bald eagles, blue 

herons, great egrets, turkeys, minks and foxes, among other animals.  

Striped bass and blue fish are caught off the dock.  And the site has a 

variety of fruit trees including peach, apple, apricot, cherry and plums.    

This spectacular waterfront paradise exudes casual coastal elegance. 
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eclectic surprise 

Built in 1932 to replicate a French Normandy style home, this stone and 

brick house will transport you to another place and time with its complex 

rooflines and facades, elaborate planes and asymmetrical plan.  It 

maintained the integrity of its French roots and kept its footprint basically 

untouched for nearly a century…until the current homeowners gutted the 

house, made small structural changes and amped up the interior design. 

In 2014, Marisa Bistany Perkins of M West Designs and her husband 

purchased this one-of-a-kind Darien home situated in an ideal location 

overlooking Scotts Cove and Long 

Island Sound.  They sought more 

space not necessarily for their two 

children, but rather for their three 

cats and five rescue dogs, a family 

passion.  A simple renovation in the 

kitchen was planned that involved 

taking down one wall.  However, 

inside all the walls they found terra 

cotta tile insulation.  In 1932, the 

century-old material that keeps heat 

out in the summer and keeps heat 

in during the winter made good 

sense, but with today’s sophisticated 

insulation materials, it was time for a 

change. 

Marisa and her work partner, 

Architect Krist Dodaro, together 

renovated the five-bedroom 

home.  They not only upgraded the 

insulation, electrical and plumbing, 

but they also flawlessly bumped out 

the kitchen wall by four feet, creating 

a row of windows above the sink 

area to take in the water views. 

Marisa installed brand new ebony 

stained kitchen cabinetry which 

highlights the brass hardware, aged 

with time to develop a beautiful 

patina, and mercury antique glass 

panels.  Special kitchen details 

include using drawers below 

counter level to keep the kitchen 

open and airy, putting a butcher 

block with a slot for knives at the 

end of the island, and installing a 

breakfast bar with bar stools.  A 

second bump out in the kitchen 

made room for a casual dining 

area and sitting room, a popular 

hangout for the dogs (sadly, there 

are now only three). 

The living room and dining room 

are bold and beautiful, reflecting 

Marisa’s “bohemian” style of 

design and her musical tastes. 

Anything goes in Marisa’s home. 

If she likes it, she buys it, creating 

an eclectic mix of modern 

and antique treasures.  High 

lacquered gray trim and gray 

floors accentuate the natural 

fiber wallpaper with nail head 

motif and the pops of purple and 

orange furnishings in the living 

room.  Note the zinc boxes in the 

built-ins next to the fireplace to 

store firewood.  The “Hollywood” 

drapes are a snakeskin inspired 

fabric that is carried into the 

dining room on the backs of 

the head chairs.  Don’t miss the 

fabulous black spiked living room 

chandelier by Circa Lighting.
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Step down into the dining room with ornate fireplace and pendant 

lighting in orange to pack a punch.  Doors on two walls lead out to the 

patio, with its large-scale stone design, pool, fire pit and brand new pool 

house, also designed by Dodaro Architects.

A must have for the dogs was a spacious mudroom.  During the 

renovation, the breezeway was converted into a four-season room with 

vaulted ceiling, benches, hooks and dog beds.  The mudroom leads to 

one of two guest suites.  This one is reminiscent of Rapunzel’s tower in the 

Grimms fairy tale, complete with balcony “to let down her hair.”

Up the main stairs are four additional bedrooms.  The soothing gray 

theme continues in the master suite with ultra-luxurious bath and high-

lacquered ceiling.  From this height, the water views are spectacular.  The 

California Closet is magazine-worthy with a jewelry wall, shoe cabinet and 

a wonderful assortment of rods, shelves, drawers and cabinets to store 

every item imaginable.  The children’s rooms are down the hall, including 

one with a separate 

study room.  The fourth 

bedroom is a cozy get-

away for guests and can 

be accessed by a back 

staircase. 

There’s certainly a lot of 

wow factor inside and out 

of this French Normandy 

style home that is sure to 

delight your inner interior 

decorator.  Outside, a 

brand-new pool house, 

designed by Krist Dodaro 

and built by Fox Hill 

Builders, blends in perfectly 

with the home and the 

landscape, creating the 

perfect spot to enjoy the 

warmer seasons. 
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Captivating Panoramic Water Views. 
COMING SOON. COMPLETION DATE FALL 2017. BUILT BY FOX HILL BUILDERS. 
6 Bedrooms  |  7.2 Baths  |  6,500 SF

Daria Kamford  |  203.554.0250  |  dkamford@halstead.com  &  Cheryl Williams  |  203.981.5247  |  cwilliams@halstead.com
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Visit our newly renovated showroom!

Experience a California Closets system custom designed  

specifically for you and the way you live. 

Visit us online or in our showroom today to arrange  

for a complimentary in-home design consultation.
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historic barn renovation

Once a pre-Revolutionary War barn built by the Waterbury family on 

Hollow Tree Ridge Road, the barn was converted into a two-story house 

in 1820.  Six years ago, the owners worked with Bo Malpass, of Warrington 

Homes, who designed and built the house, and Sidney Marshman, of 

Sidney Marshman Designs, to transform the vintage bones of this much-

loved family home into today’s tony masterpiece.

 

Malpass and Marshman quickly appreciated the sense of history and 

simplicity evident in this home’s 

barn structure.  The original rustic 

barn beams, huge authentic 

stone fireplace, and exposed brick 

chimney are the focal point in the 

main living room, lending a sense of 

age and history to the home. 

With an eye for both modern and 

vintage materials and textures, 

Marshman adapts her style to her 

clients and the spaces she is invited 

to design.  She chose a clean 

timeless palette for the tile, counters 

and paint throughout this historic 

house and mixed in subtle furniture 

fabrics.  Modern artwork, including 

many pieces by builder Malpass’s 

daughters Sam and Charly, is found 

throughout the house including two 

bold pieces above the living room 

fireplace which meld historic with 

modern.  Local artist Andrea Bonfils’ 

work is also featured prominently 

throughout the house.  

 

Sitting on the glass coffee table 

is a most interesting conversation 

starter…petrified bones from a 

whale’s pelvis, a special find from 

the owner’s days in San Francisco. 

There’s also a glass deck off of 

the living room that lets the light 

shine down onto the industrial-

looking patio below and also the 

lower level.  Appreciation of light 

is a hallmark of Bo Malpass who 

designs his homes around the sun.  

 

Marshman chose basic utilitarian 

barn lights, such as gooseneck 

lamps and pin-lights, which fit well 

with a simple, modern industrial 

style.  An amazing dining room 

crystal chandelier made from old-

fashioned plumbing fixtures takes 

barn lighting to another level.  The 

owner’s father helped attach the 

heavy chandelier to the ceiling 

with industrial washers.  The dining 

room table, covered in zinc, is the 

perfect accompaniment to the 

chandelier.

 

Layering of textures, such as 

fluffy rugs on espresso-stained 

wood floors, velvet fabrics and 

decorative pillows, bring warmth to the interior spaces.  The use of the 

same white boxy Shaker-style cabinets and hardware throughout the 

whole first floor maintain the clean, uncluttered, simplistic look of this urban 

farmhouse makeover.  

 

The kitchen is a showstopper with its oversized wooden 5 x 11-foot island 

made from barn door slats and the dazzling vintage kitchen chandelier 

dripping with crystals, a great find from a NYC antique store.  See-through 

“ghost” bar chairs pulled up to the island give the impression of even more 

space.  Note the spoon and fork photography high up on the walls.
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The combination of the owner’s desire to have clutter free counters 

and Malpass’s knack for creating secret hideaways turned into built-in 

“garages” on the countertops to hide away appliances and utensils.  Even 

the refrigerator and freezer are hidden behind cabinets on either side of 

the sink.

 

Together, Malpass and Marshman are masters at taking antique homes 

and making them modern.  Just when you don’t believe this house could 

have been an old barn, the designers give another nod to the old.  One 

wall of the powder room is brick, a chimney from the original barn.  This 

three-story chimney can be seen through a window into the wine cellar 

as you descend to the lower level as 

well as in the second-floor laundry 

room. 

 

The lower level is now a fabulous 

party room with bar area.  Once 

again, the new is combined with 

the old.  Rough barn wood was 

used on the walls of the bar area, 

then covered in high lacquered 

gray paint.  A pewter-top counter 

and trendy barn door closing off 

the liquor storage completes the 

look.  The plaque that hung on the 

old house now proudly sits on the 

counter top. 

The family room mimics the upstairs 

living room with the original fireplace 

and beams from the old barn.  To 

remind of the old, an 18th century 

horseshoe stapled to one of the 

beams was left in place as was the 

horseshoe on the fireplace mantle.  

Pass by a bedroom and bath to 

find the sun-filled patio room with 

concrete floor and six sets of French 

doors that open to the pool and 

pastoral yard. 

Upstairs are four bedrooms and 

a wide landing with chunky 

bookshelves.  Interior windows 

were built into the dark landing 

to let the light in and skylights are 

sprinkled throughout.  The son’s 

room has an interesting piece of 

furniture fondly called a “ched” or 

chair/bed that followed the family 

from San Francisco to Connecticut.

The master bedroom is splendid 

in its simplicity.  Done all in white 

from walls and drapes to fireplace 

surround.  Above the fireplace, 

the focal point of the room, is an 

Andrea Bonfils serene waterscape 

painting done “encaustic-style” in 

oil and bee’s wax.

While the interior spaces are 

splendid, a visitor to the home 

shouldn’t forget to take a look 

outside.  While Marshman is 

recognized for her flair for interior 

spaces, she actually started her 

career as landscape designer with 

a love for the outdoors.  The

exterior spaces of this home, 

designed by Marshman 

and maintained by Tripodi 

Landscaping, reflect the same sense of simplicity and calm that pervade 

the inside.  A nod to the past and reverence to the old makes this modern 

farmhouse a mastery of artistry and design.  

Note:  Artwork by Andrea Bonfils will be on sale in the home with 30% of 

proceeds to the tour beneficiaries.  
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Art With Heart

Andrea Bonfils’ work will be on display and for sale during the tour.  30% of her proceeds 

will support our beneficiaries, so please consider purchasing to benefit local non-profit 

organizations.
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elegant in tokeneke 

The owner of this magnificent new home completed in 2015 is also the 

designer and interior decorator.  She loves taking little homes and turning 

them into something spectacular.  So much so, she made a business 

of renovating, redoing and starting from scratch 13 homes in Darien. 

This prime location in the Tokeneke Association housed an older home 

that was torn down and the land subdivided into three lots.  Along with 

architect Daniel Conlon, the owner created her dream house, from the 

ground up, by taking ideas and features she used in her other houses and 

incorporating them into this 

beauty.  As a result, of all 13 

she has worked on and lived 

in, this one is her favorite.  

As in other homes she has 

done, the owner designed 

the foyer to be a welcoming, 

not overwhelming, first 

impression.  The foyer invites 

guests into the rest of the 

house where the exquisite 

architectural detail is on 

display.  In the living room, walls 

of glass from three sets of arched 

French doors flood the room 

with light.  Deep crown molding 

separates the soothing colors 

of the beige walls with the light 

blue ceiling, a reminder of blue 

skies even on an overcast day. 

Built-ins showcase family trinkets. 

Many of the antiques throughout 

were purchased at the First 

Congregational Church’s Antique 

Show!  The living room couches 

and chairs, clothed in beige and 

blue fabrics, mimic the stunning 

paint color combination.  A wet 

bar decked out in mercury glass mirror promises a good time in this formal 

party room.  Treasured portraiture of family are scattered throughout 

the home, including one of her father near the wet bar and two of her 

grandchildren that are located on the front hall stairs, painted by her 

grandchildren’s talented mother.

Back in the 1970s, the owner was one of the first bold visionaries to take 

down the walls between the eat-in kitchen and family room creating a 

modern open floor plan.  She implemented this popular style in this home 

as well as most of the houses she has redone since the 70s.  To provide 

privacy for more formal occasions, there are pocket doors sealing off the 

Great Room from the dining and living rooms. 

A chef’s delight, the gourmet kitchen is finished with calming pale green 

cabinets, stainless steel countertops, and a huge granite breakfast bar 

with seating at the end.  The owner copied this look from her previous 

house and had it custom built to fit this home.  At the crook of the 

L-shaped room is the casual dining area with two more arched French 

doors that open to the poolside patio.  On a warm day, these French 

doors, along with the living room doors, are thrown open for an indoor-

outdoor lifestyle and easy access to the pool and patio, cleverly hidden 

from the street behind a stone wall.
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As in generations past, the hearth was the heart of the home where the 

family came together after a long day’s work.  This family room is just that 

meeting place with comfortable seating, a huge fireplace and exposed 

reclaimed beams on the ceiling.  The owner’s long term relationship with 

a Maryland company who reclaims old barn wood results in a casual 

farmhouse look.

A huge pantry sits between the kitchen and dining room to house most of 

the owner’s china collections.  Her love for china began when her mother 

gave her one piece of Blind Earl by Royal Worcester, known for its intricate 

raised pattern.  Her place settings of Blind Earl are also stored safely in 

an upstairs cabinet for all to admire.  The dining room is painted in the 

same soothing beige and light blue colors as the living room, the perfect 

backdrop for a stunning oil portrait of the owner’s children in their youth.   

Her office off the foyer is undeniably the most serene room in the home 

with its walls and furniture done in monochromatic tones of gray.  A large 

window overlooks the beautiful yard and 120-year-old Copper Beech 

tree.  When designing the house, Architect Daniel Conlon expertly worked 

around the healthy century-old tree to preserve its huge root system.  

Paintings of two of her previous projects are featured on the office walls. 

One is of a c.1750 

Northampton house 

that was moved to its 

current Arrowhead 

Way location in the 

1930s.  Then in the 

1980’s she added a 

wing on either end of 

the house.  

Don’t get lost in the 

master suite wing. 

The plush bedroom 

with fireplace, tall 

tray ceiling and 

large windows with 

draperies taken from 

her office in their last 

house play host to his 

and her bathrooms.  Both have heated floors and each has its own walk-

in closet.  His bath has a masculine take, done in dark wood, and hers is 

outfitted in softer pale blue and white marble.  That bath windows take in 

the beautiful vista outside. 

There’s no door to the basement for a reason.  The owner wanted to make 

it feel like the walkout lower level is an extension of the house.  Downstairs 

are a gym, wine cellar, a media room to watch the latest movie or cheer 

on your favorite sports team, and something every home should have…a 

wrapping room.  Possibly the most organized room in the home!  The 

husband’s office is done in beautiful rich dark brown modeled after the 

library from another house.  There’s a touching photograph of him with his 

5-month pregnant mother and father escaping Hungary in 1956. 

Up the front stairs are four additional ensuite bedrooms.  One has a 

wonderful view of the Copper Beech tree.  A high fluffy bed in another is 

a granddaughter’s favorite.  The colors of a third were decided on by the 

light blue tile used in the bathroom.  The back stairs lead to the spacious 

mudroom and another staircase to yet another ensuite guest room.  A 

beautiful mix of features and design brought together from years of 

experience has resulted in perfection.

DANIEL CONLON 
A R C H I T E C T S

(203) 544-7988
P.O. Box 418 Georgetown, CT 06829

     www.dconlonarchitects.com
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farmhouse chic 

Sleek, modern sophistication meets farmhouse simplicity in this exceptional 

new construction by architect/builder Renato Gasparian.  Finished in 2016, 

the homeowners bought the speculative house eight months into the 

project while still in the “studs” stage.  While the design was heading in a 

traditional New England colonial direction, the new owners wanted more 

of a modern farmhouse style.  During the five final months of construction, 

the wife and husband went well beyond picking paint colors with the 

help of Amy Walton and Kristin Davidsson of Atkinson Reilly Design, known 

for their flair for style, simple designs and love of antiques.  Together, they 

selected materials for kitchens, baths, floors, doors and railings, plus all 

of the finishing decorative elements.  The owners’ dream of a modern 

farmhouse appeared before their eyes.

Classic, elegant and comfortable, the farmhouse style of decorating is 

all about keeping things simple and organic which leaves lots of room to 

add your own personal style.  The most basic elements of farmhouse style 

have their roots in frugality and accessibility to modern materials.  Due 

to a limited budget, early Yankees went for the simple, all-white look.  The 

homeowners stayed true to these principles, but added bursts of color 

and whimsy throughout. 

The front doors, painted steel 

black, introduce the urban chic 

theme as do the incredible railings 

made of a squared off chestnut 

wood with a light black stain and 

steel rods for spindles.  The use 

of traditional farmhouse white 

walls and white oak floors stained 

“country white” make the custom 

details pop. 

With three young children, the 

couple wanted their home to be 

open and airy with lots of light, 

and very kid friendly.  They have 

a smattering of easy-to-care-for 

antique oriental wool rugs in the 

living and dining rooms that contrast with the modern feel.  The inspiration 

for this look came from The Greenwich Hotel in New York City where worn 

carpets are placed over the floored surfaces in the lobby as well as in all 

the guest rooms.  

The homeowners kept to the clean, minimal farmhouse look with simplistic 

lines in the large rooms of the home—handsome white floor-to-ceiling 

wainscoting in the dining room and living room, and informal white shiplap 

paneling in the two-story mudroom.  The main rooms are simple, yet warm 

and inviting.  The dining room welcomes guests with its broken-in live-edge 

custom dining room table from Brooklyn, and a five-foot long chandelier 

that illuminates the room.

Walton and Davidsson added a flair to the smaller rooms of the home 

which pop with fun and personality.  The office off the living room is 

outfitted all in gray. High gloss gray trim, deep window sills and ceiling are 

defined by the Philip Jeffries textured gray grasscloth wallpaper in the 

center of the wainscoting.  A pair of Chesterfield chairs custom made in 

England lend a serious tone to the office.  Outside of the office is a small 

desk area, done in white, with one surprise.  Look up and see the classic 

dark hexagon print wallpaper by David Hicks, cleverly affixed to the 
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ceiling to accent the space.

Connecting the dining room to the chef’s kitchen is a butler’s pantry 

which is dazzling in dramatic lacquered black paint from floor to ceiling. 

The cabinets, sink and walls take on a sheen of their own from the low lit 

modern glass overhead light fixture.  Even the food pantry across the hall 

is fun—and practical—with its sliding ladder to help reach high storage 

spaces. 

The all-white kitchen is dressed out with high-end stainless steel 

appliances.  A marble-looking quartz was used on the counters that were 

given a waterfall finish.  The wife found the look of the brushed stainless 

hood above the cooktop on Pinterest and had it made for her kitchen. 

The centerpiece work of art defines and unifies the continuous space 

of the kitchen, casual dining area and family room.  A huge sepia 

photograph of wild horses dancing on a deserted beach were 

photographed by famed Romanian born Canadian, Roberto Dutesco.  

These aren’t just any horses, though.  They are the feral horses of Sable 

Island, a tiny, windswept island 250 miles from Halifax, Nova Scotia, known 

as “the Graveyard of the Atlantic.”  Since the 17th century, its shoals 

have been the site of more than 475 shipwrecks.  The 550 wild horses 

currently living on the island are the offspring of horses that survived those 

shipwrecks.  There is one caretaker on the island who makes sure the 

horses are protected, and no other human visitors.  After years of asking, 

Dutesco was finally given an invitation to the island to photograph the 

mysteries of these wild horses.  The caretaker plowed a runway on the 

beach for Dutesco’s plane to land, then Dutesco hid among the dunes 

to photograph these spectacular beasts.  “Past and Present” is one of 

those magnificent photographs.  Dutesco laid in wait for the horse who 

had left his hoof marks in the sand.  When he returned, Dutesco started 

photographing the horse in all his majesty, then out of nowhere another 

group of horses joined the lone stallion.  The homeowners fell in love with 

the photograph when they saw it in Dutesco’s Soho gallery.  She adores 

horses…he is partial to the beach. 

Love for their first Roberto Dutesco 

photograph led to the purchase 

of a second, which now adorns 

the living room.  Also on display 

in this home are the museum 

quality family portraits by Darien 

photographer Ben Larrabee, 

whose work is in the permanent 

collections of The Museum of 

Modern Art, New York and The 

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.  Ben’s 

black and white images of the families he photographs remind the viewer 

of the special moments of connection with those they love most.  This is art 

that tells the story of the family for the home.

Off the family room is perhaps the most unique spot in the house—an 

octagonal “lounge” furnished with a vintage mid-century velvet chairs 

and a styled bar—the perfect and most inviting place for drink with friends.  

They rest on an astonishing glass floor revealing a temperature controlled 

wine cellar below.  This unique design feature was the brainchild of the 

husband, who has wanted to learn and collect wine for years.

The 8,000 square foot home includes five upstairs bedrooms.  The boys 

each have their own rooms with Jack and Jill bath sporting an innovative 

mirror fit into the bottom of a painted steel barrel.  Their rooms have bunk 

beds complete with slide to make a quick exit off the top bunk.  And 
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one room made use of an old military field desk, the perfect place for 

homework.  The little girl’s room is a fantasy come to life with its camp-

style bed for some serious glamping.  The restful and luxurious master 

bedroom with fireplace leads to a luxurious marble bath, his walk-in closet 

and her dressing room with window seat and chest of drawers in the 

island—certainly a departure from the frugal age of farmhouses!  Note the 

antique ceiling light in the master bedroom foyer, one of the wife’s favorite 

pieces.

Downstairs is another play land paradise professionally designed by Smart 

Playrooms equipped with a climbing wall, little play grocery store and vet 

area for the rabbit, guinea pig and iguana…and for the parents, the wine 

cellar.

Out back is an outdoor kitchen and in-ground pool by Swimm Pools that 

reflects the light of the sky and the hues of the professionally landscaped 

gardens.  Urban chic and modern farmhouse create the perfect blend in 

this exquisite new construction. 

RENATO GASPARIAN
ASSOCIATES LLC

Concept • Design • Build

203.258.0436 | rgadb@mac.com

Private Art Dealer 

and Advisor

fairfield, ct
east hampton, ny   

203.895.9595
arcfineartllc.com
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garden oasis

Tucked away on 1.8 acres is a most exquisite and thoughtful garden, 

created by Katie, the homeowner and a Master Gardener.  Housing more 

varieties of plants than a typical nursery, you can tell it is a true passion of 

testing the soil, nurturing the plants, then standing back and watching the 

fruit of her labors. 

To walk through Katie’s garden is quite the botany lesson.  “Plant 

something that’s a baby and give it three years to thrive.”  “Naturalized 

means a plant is noninvasive, but it will spread.”  “Nature stays in balance 

by growing plants that attract wildlife including birds, bugs and small 

animals.”  Happy to share her knowledge, Katie works in the greenhouse 

of the Darien Community Association and has been on the boards of the 

Darien Land Trust and the Tree Conservancy of Darien.

Katie is constantly experimenting with plants and has many “test sites” on 

her property.  The first test garden is at the entry where tulip bulbs will be 

replaced with a less deer friendly plant.  Katie fears that the deer get too 

close to the road and present a hazard to cars and to themselves.  There’s 

still plenty going on at the entrance, though, from the climbing hydrangea 

to the new variety of Japanese maple with a variegated leaf that makes it 

look pink.  Don’t miss the Saratoga 

water bottle tree sculpture 

created by Katie and inspired by a 

friend’s “tree” she saw in Provence, 

France.

Right outside the front door, Katie 

planted her favorite tree, the 

charismatic pompom cypress, 

so that she could start every day 

with a smile.  Down the driveway, 

roses climb on the beautiful porte 

cochere designed by Scott Raissis, 

Principal of Thompson Raissis 

Architects.  Katie and her husband 

hired Scott to create a home that, 

like their garden, would reflect their 

eclectic interests and inspirations.  

His design beautifully marries 

traditional American Shingle-Style 

architecture, with influences drawn 

from rustic English Country homes, 

such as the stone cladding and 

the timber framing seen in the 

porches and porte-cochere.  The 

result is a rustic, yet elegant design 

that perfectly complements 

Katie’s prized gardens. 

A crepe myrtle growing in 

Connecticut?  After four tries, Katie 

successfully is growing a white 

crepe myrtle that traditionally only 

grows in southern climates.  She 

created a “microclimate” using 

surrounding trees and boxwood 

to keep the crepe myrtle warm as 

well as an additional wrapping in 
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the wintertime.  Arborvitaes are one of the main border trees Katie uses 

to provide warmth.  They start out growing wild, then when they reach 

her desired height, Katie has them “capped off” in a rounded, manicured 

shape.

Katie also has many specialty gardens woven throughout.  The Woodland 

Garden is filled with columbine, bleeding heart, jack-in-the-pulpit, 

pulmonaria, sedum and a birch tree knoll, all plantings that attract “good 

bugs.”  The Purple Garden consists of peonies, allium, iris and clematis.  The 

purple peonies were saved from the garden when Katie and her husband 

tore down the existing house in 2005 and built the gorgeous stone and 

shingle home with Thompson Raissis Architects that they live in today.

The Herb Garden teams with varieties of oregano, basil, thyme, mint, sage 

plus less known herbs such as lovage, lemon verbena, chamomile and 

an herb that fights migraine headaches called feverfew.  The bees love 

the herbs. As a certified beekeeper, Katie enjoys their company.  The only 

unwelcome guest in Katie’s garden is the ground hog who likes to eat 

everything in her herb garden.  There’s also a Rock Garden, home to Miss 

Kim lilacs, dark tulips and low-lying phlox. 

A row of peonies at the foot of the huge elevated back deck with outdoor 

fireplace that overlooks the pool are 

held up by rebar strung between 

peony holders purchased at Katie’s 

friend’s store, Old Farm Nursery in 

Lime Rock, CT.  The owner’s son is 

thompson raissis architects
Dedication     Service     Detail

TR-ARCHITECTS.COM
•               •

a welder and created many of the decorative pieces around Katie’s 

garden including the iron “rose stalk” attached to the front stone column 

that embraces a beautiful climbing rose bush as well as the four foot “Ball 

of Iron” resting on the back lawn.

Katie went to RISD (Rhode Island School of Design) to study design and 

sculpture.  She even became a NY State card carrying sheet metal worker 

and used her skills to weld the iron handrail of the central stairway of this 

house when the hired worker disappeared!  She believes that art transfers 

to many disciplines including her love for gardening and interior design. 

The pool area is a true statement of Katie’s naturalist philosophy.  The 

in-ground pool was designed to look more like a pond than a swimming 

pool.  At one end of the pool is a rustic semi-circular pergola made from 

locust wood washed up on a Long Island beach and collected by Charles 

Baker, the creator of this fabulous work of art.  Katie planted wisteria to 

gracefully grow up the cedar posts and nepeta as a softening touch at 

the base.  Gardening is truly a labor of love in this ethereal space known 

as Katie’s Garden.  Photos courtesy of Thompson Raissis Architects.
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meeting house renovation
built 1837, renovated 2017

The First Congregational Church of Darien has a rich history dating back 

to at least 1730, when area families began gathering to worship in homes 

rather than traveling to the meetinghouse in Stamford.  A meeting was 

held in 1739 in the John Bates Homestead (now known as the Bates - 

Scofield House of the Darien Historical Society) to raise taxes to build a 

meetinghouse.  In 1744, the church was officially organized as the Church 

of Christ in Middlesex.  The community called its first settled minister with 

the ordination of Moses Mather, a 19-year-old who was teaching at Yale 

College, and the first meeting-

house, a white wood frame 

building was built.  Rev. Mather 

went on to serve an astonishing 

64 years in the pulpit.  He died in 

1806 and is buried with his three 

wives, who had consecutively 

predeceased him, in the Roway-

ton cemetery just off Route 136.

By the 1830s, the Church had 

outgrown its frame meetinhouse. 

In 1837, a new and larger brick 

meetinghouse, in the Greek 

Revival style, was completed 

adjacent to the original meet-

inghouse and this is the build-

ing we see today.  A bell was 

installed in the meetinghouse 

tower in 1841 and is still in use. 

The center pulpit, clear windows 

and unadorned design are 

typical of those found in New 

England Congregational places 

of worship. 

The Church has had more than 

20 settled ministers during its ex-

istence.  Perhaps most famously, 

the Church protected and assisted 

runaway slaves in their quest for free-

dom by way of the “Underground 

Railroad” in the 1850s and early 

1860s. Reverend Jonathan Barnes led 

the Church throughout the Civil War 

and visited military prisons, advocat-

ing more humane treatment and 

improved medical care.  Weakened 

by an illness he acquired during his 

duties, Rev. Barnes died in 1866.  A 

marble memorial tablet honoring 

Rev. Barnes was installed on the east-

ern wall of the meetinghouse by the 

congregation shortly after his death.  

It is opposite a similar, older tablet 

on the western wall, which notes 

Rev. Mather’s service to the com-

munity.  Nearing its 300th year of existence, the meetinghouse was closed 

for most of 2016 following the discovery of major failures in the roof’s 

structural system during an inspection.  The Church hired Kronenberger & 

Sons Restoration, specialists in the restoration, preservation and adaptive 

re-use of period structures.  The firm spent more than six months installing 

an elaborate support system in the meetinghouse attic and then restoring 

the meetinghouse to its original, yet enhanced, aesthetic.  Meanwhile, in a 

testimony to the vibrancy of the Church, well-attended services continued 

in the Parish Hall led by current pastors, Dale Rosenberger and Gary Mo-

rello.  In February 2017, a joyful celebration occurred as the congregation 

returned for services in the historic meetinghouse, where worship continues 

at 8:30 and 10 a.m. each Sunday.

Today, the First Congregation Church of Darien holds tight to many of its 

traditions, including a love of community, charitable giving, hard work and 

a willingness to serve.  Everyone is welcome to worship in the meeting-

house no matter where he or she might be in his or her spiritual journey. 

Furthermore, each member is committed to engage in civil discourse, with 

an understanding that others come from a variety of religious and political 

backgrounds.  In short, in a world where intolerance has led to divisions, 

the First Congregational Church of Darien is a place of peace.

T H E  I D E A L  T E A M

Ashley O’Neil  203.219.1421
Elmerina Brooks  203.524.5779

halstead.com/aeteamvideo
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the darien house tour: homes with heart 
welcomes darien’s newest 
nonprofit organization: 
the mather homestead foundation

The Mather Homestead, located on the corner of Brookside Road and 

Stephen Mather Road, was built in 1778 by Deacon Joseph Mather (son 

of prominent Darien historical figure Moses Mather) and owned by the 

Mather family through seven generations.  

A notable example of late 18th 

century houses, this historic residence 

served as a safe house for neighbors 

to hide valuables from the British 

during the Revolutionary War. 

The Homestead eventually became 

the home of Stephen Tyng Mather, 

who is credited with starting the U.S. 

National Parks Service and serving 

as its first director 

from 1916 to 1929. 

When Mather 

became assistant 

to the Secretary of 

the Interior in 1915, 

the U.S. owned only 

14 parks and 18 

national monuments, 

all administered 

by army officers or 

political appointees.  

When Mather 

retired in 1929, he 

left a professionally 

administered, 

progressive National 

Park Service that 

included 20 parks 

and 32 national 

monuments. Mather laid a sound basis for the future enlargement and 

development of a national park movement in the U.S.

Stephen Tyng Mather’s daughter, Bertha Floy Mather McPherson, founded 

the Darien Historical Society in 1953 and served as the society’s first 

president.  The home was added to the National Register of Historic Places 

in 1964 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1966.  

Several years ago, two open fields at the corners of Stephen Mather 

Road and Brookside Road were conveyed to the Darien Land Trust to be 

maintained as open fields.  

In 2017 the home became a Darien Protected Town Landmark and was 

donated to the newly created Mather Homestead Foundation thanks 

to the generosity of the McPherson family.  The Mather Homestead 

Foundation, dedicated to the preservation of the Mather Homestead as 

a treasured historical 

place for education 

and enjoyment, is 

now maintaining 

this impeccably 

maintained historic 

residence as a 

museum.  

The Mather Homestead 

Foundation hopes to 

receive its financial 

support from gifts and 

grants from individuals, 

public charities, the 

Town of Darien and 

from fundraising events.  

Visitors welcome 

by appointment.  

Please contact info@

matherhomestead.

org.  More about the 

Mather Homestead at 

matherhomestead.org.
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